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TITLE

Immigration, local specialization in low-skilled activities and native
education. Evidence from some EU Countries

ABSTRACT

This paper investigates the native education responses to immigration in a set of
European countries over the period 1981-2011. The empirical analysis is divided into two
parts. In the first, we assess the direct and indirect effects of immigration on native
schooling, as well as the overall effect that encompasses the other two. In the second
part, we consider the different employment structure of the local labor markets under
analysis and verify the combined effect of immigration and regional specialization in low-
skilled sectors on the native education responses. All in all, we find that the presence of
immigrants is associated with a lower propensity of natives to acquire human capital, and

that the effect is stronger in regions specialized in low-skilled sectors.
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